ORDER GALLIFORMES

Family Odontophoridae – New World Quail – small size, distinct black and white face pattern


Northern Bobwhite

Family Phasianidae – Pheasants and allies – “chicken-like” body shape


Ruffed Grouse – brownish, scaled plumage


Wild Turkey – large body size, iridescence
ORDER ANSERIFORMES

Family Anatidae – Ducks and Geese – stout body, rounded head, spatulate bill

Brant –black head and neck with sharply defined demarcation between breast and belly

Wood Duck – multicolored iridescence on head

Mallard – green iridescent head, grayish back; female brownish

Bufflehead – black head with large white spot; small size

Common Merganser – mostly white body, green head, saw-like “teeth”

Ruddy Duck – small, stiff tail, broad bill


American Wigeon – top of head pale (sometimes called a “bald-pate”)


Green-winged Teal – small, distinct green iridescence in wings and on head


Northern Shoveler – bill spatulate and large


Common Eider – large size, white and black plumage with green on head

ORDER GAVIIFORMES

Family Gaviidae – Loons – long pointed bill, stout body

Red-throated Loon – thinner, more delicate bill


Common Loon – thicker bill, less elegant body shape

ORDER PROCELLARIIFORMES

Family Procellariidae – Shearwaters – have naricorn (tube) over nostrils on top of the bill

Greater Shearwater – brown and white plumage, distinct cap


Sooty Shearwater – all brown plumage

Family Hydrobatidae – Storm-Petrels – very small size, with naricorn


Wilson’s Storm-Petrel

ORDER PODICIPEDIFORMES
Family Podicipedidae – Grebes – lobed feet, thin neck

Horned Grebe

ORDER CICONIIFORMES

Family Ardeidae – Herons and Egrets – very long neck and legs, very long and thin sharply pointed bill

Great Blue Heron – large size, bluish grey feathers

Snowy Egret – small, white, very thin bill


Cattle Egret – white plumage, stout bill, shorter neck than Snowy Egret
ORDER PELECANIFORMES

Family Sulidae – Gannets and Boobies – long pointed bill, webbed feet, stout body with legs set rather far back

Northern Gannet

Family Phalacrocoracidae – Cormorants – long neck, hooked bill, dark color

Double-crested Cormorant

ORDER FALCONIFORMES

Family Cathartidae – Vultures – naked head, overall hawk-like body shape

Turkey Vulture
Family Accipitridae – Hawks and Eagles – sharply hooked bill, strong feet with sharp talons

Osprey – brown above and white below, black stripe through eye

Cooper's Hawk – smaller, longer broadly barred tail

Red-tailed Hawk – dark “belly band” markings on otherwise white chest; adult with bright red tail

Northern Harrier – white rump, facial disk (similar to owls’ facial disks)


Red-shouldered Hawk – very reddish coloration, especially on breast and upperwing

Bald Eagle – very large size, white head and tail when adult
Family Falconidae – Falcons – very pointed wings

American Kestrel – distinct face pattern

Merlin – less colorful than kestrel, less distinct facial markings
ORDER GRUIFORMES
Family Rallidae – Rails

Common Moorhen – dark body, base of bill red

American Coot – dark body, red on bill limited to very small knob


Clapper Rail – very thin body, thin neck and bill


Sora – small, stout yellow bill and black face

Family Gruidae – Cranes 

Sandhill Crane – large bird, long neck and legs, grey plumage
ORDER CHARADRIIFORMES

Family Charadriidae – Plovers – small to medium sized shorebirds, short thick bills

Black-bellied Plover – larger than other two, dark black neck and belly, back speckled black and white

Semipalmated Plover – dark back and dark breast-band 

Piping Plover – paler overall, smaller than other two
Family Scolopacidae – Sandpipers – small to medium sized shorebirds, long thin bills

Ruddy Turnstone – white head and distinct rusty back coloration, bill shorter than most other sandpipers

Sanderling – very pale overall, thin black bill

American Woodcock – orange color, very long bill

Dunlin – small, brownish overall, medium length curved bill


Willet -  larger than other members of the family, distinct black-and-white wing pattern
Family Laridae – Gulls and Terns – mostly white coloration, rounded heads with short to very short necks

Herring Gull – large size, pale gray back and wings

Royal Tern – larger than other terns, long pointed slightly curved bill, tail not very forked
Forster’s Tern – middle-sized, long thin wings

Least Tern – very small, yellow bill
Family Rynchopidae – Skimmers – lower mandible longer than upper mandible

Black Skimmer
Family Alcidae – Auks – black and white seabirds, short tails and overall stocky appearance

Thick-billed Murre
ORDER COLUMBIFORMES

Family Columbidae – Pigeons and Doves – very small head (“pigeon-headed”)

Mourning Dove – long pointed tail
ORDER CUCULIFORMES
Family Cuculidae – Cuckoos – long tail, thin body; short, slightly curved bill

Black-billed Cuckoo
ORDER STRIGIFORMES

Family Tytonidae – Barn Owls – heart shaped face, pale coloration

Barn Owl

Family Strigidae – True Owls – forward facing eyes, flat faces

Great Horned Owl – large size, large ear tufts

Eastern Screech-Owl – small size, ear tufts

Northern Saw-whet Owl – very small size, no ear tufts


Long-eared Owl – medium size, orange face
ORDER APODIFORMES

Family Apodidae – Swifts – very long very thin wings, tail almost absent, dark body color

Chimney Swift

Family Trochilidae – Hummingbirds – very small size, thin bill, iridescent plumage


Ruby-throated Hummingbird
ORDER CORACIIFORMES

Family Alcedinidae – Kingfishers – very large headed with long pointed bill

Belted Kingfisher – bluish above with white belly
ORDER PICIFORMES

Family Picidae – Woodpeckers – pointed strong bill, stiff tail

Red-bellied Woodpecker – red stripe on head, black and white barred back

Northern Flicker – bright yellow under wings and tail, body brown with black markings

Red-headed Woodpecker – head completely red


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker – checkered, complicated markings, barred back


Hairy Woodpecker – black-and-white overall


Pileated Woodpecker – very large size, black body, crest

ORDER PASSERIFORMES

Family Tyrannidae – Tyrant Flycatchers – flat triangular bills, medium length tails

Eastern Phoebe – brown above, slightly darker on head, smaller size

Eastern Kingbird – black above, distinct white tip to tail, white below


Great Crested Flycatcher – larger than phoebe and Yellow-bellied, rufous in tail, yellow belly


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher – small, distinct yellow wash on all of underparts, generally brownish

Family Vireonidae – Vireos – thick bill, small, often a stripe or “spectacle” face marking

Red-eyed Vireo – striped head


Blue-headed Vireo – slaty blue head, “spectacles” around eye


Yellow-throated Vireo – yellow head, throat, and breast; white wing bars, “spectacles”

Family Corvidae – Crows and Jays – thick bill, medium to large body size

Blue Jay – blue overall, distinct crest, thick bill

Fish Crow – all black/bluish iridescence, large size

Family Alaudidae –Larks – short bill, brownish overall


Horned Lark – yellow face, black necklace

ORDER PASSERIFORMES - continued
Family Hirundinidae – Swallows – small head, pointed wings

Barn Swallow – long forked tail


Tree Swallow – iridescent blue above, white below


Cliff Swallow – pale rump, white forehead

Family Paridae – Chickadees and Titmice – small size, rounded body shape

Black-capped Chickadee – black cap and bib

Family Sittidae – Nuthatches – pointed slightly upturned bill



White-breasted Nuthatch – white face, top of head black, white belly


Red-breasted Nuthatch – stripe over eye, reddish below

Family Certhiidae – Creepers – very small, brown above, white below, stiff tail

Brown Creeper

Family Troglodytidae – Wrens – slightly down-curved bill, barred brown plumage

Carolina Wren – white stripe over eye


House Wren – all dark, no distinct markings

Sedge Wren – pale buff coloration all over, barring on wings, streaked head


Marsh Wren – darker than Sedge, dark cap on head
Family Turdidae – Thrushes – medium body size, thick bodied, medium tails

Eastern Bluebird – blue dorsal coloration

Wood Thrush – distinct black spotting on white background on breast and belly, back of head warm rusty color


Hermit Thrush –not as well-defined spots as Wood Thrush, slightly reddish tail contrasts with back

American Robin – black head with white eye ring, deep orange breast

Family Mimidae – Mimics – long tails, small to medium body size

Northern Mockingbird – light grayish overall, white patches in wings, white outer tail feathers

Gray Catbird – dark gray, black cap, red undertail


Brown Thrasher – reddish brown coloration dorsally, long tail, streaky spotting below

Family Sturnidae – Starlings – thin pointed bill


European Starling – yellow bill, black iridescent body

Family Bombycillidae  – Waxwings – crest, very soft plumage, secrete wax on feather tips

Cedar Waxwing
Family Parulidae – Wood-warblers – small, often yellow plumage; small flat bill



Yellow Warbler – overall yellow with red streaks on breast

Black-throated Blue Warbler – dark overall, deep blue back with black throat

Yellow-rumped Warbler – grayish on top and whitish belly, contrastingly bright yellow rump

Black-and-white Warbler – black and white striped (“zebra bird”)

Mourning Warbler – grayish head and throat, distinct black mark on breast, yellow underneath


Canada Warbler – black “necklace”, grayish black cap, yellow underneath


Wilson’s Warbler – obvious well-defined black cap, yellow everywhere else


Ovenbird – like a small thrush, with distinct streaking below on white background, orange cap


Palm Warbler – reddish cap, yellow breast and belly


Northern Parula – yellow, green, and blue, orange breast band


Pine Warbler – yellow head, back, and breast; blurry ill-defined streaking on sides of breast


Blue-winged Warbler – bluish gray wings, short black line through eye


Cerulean Warbler – distinct cerulean blue above, white below


Cape May Warbler – yellow below, black streaking around neck, orange face


Tennessee Warbler – green back, gray head

ORDER PASSERIFORMES - continued
Family Parulidae – continued 


Black-throated Green Warbler – black throat, green back, yellow face


Blackburnian Warbler – bright burning orange throat


Hooded Warbler – yellow with distinct black hood, yellow face encircled by black


Worm-eating Warbler – brownish overall, black stripes on head


American Redstart – yellow at base of tail and below bend of wing (female)


Prairie Warbler – black streaking on sides of breast, black crescent below eye, red streaks on back


Common Yellowthroat – black mask across eye (male), dull with contrasting yellow throat (female)


Bay-breasted Warbler – plum color on head and breast

Family Thraupidae – Tanagers – medium-sized, bright colors; North American species probably belong in Cardinalidae


Summer Tanager – all red as adult, molts from green into red plumage

Family Emberizidae – Sparrows – usually drabby streaked plumage

Song Sparrow – brownish streaked plumage, dark central breast spot

Dark-eyed Junco – grey above and white below, white outer tail feathers


Vesper Sparrow – chestnut patch at bend of wing, pale coloration overall


Saltmarsh Sparrow – buffy coloration on chest and above eye, streaking on breast


Lincoln’s Sparrow – buffy coloration with thin streaks on breast, buffy throat stripe


Chipping Sparrow – red cap, small


American Tree Sparrow – red cap, bi-colored bill, central breast spot


Fox Sparrow – large size (for a sparrow), reddish and grayish markings on face


Snow Bunting – whitish plumage


Eastern Towhee – rufous on sides, black above with white outer tail feathers, black head


White-throated Sparrow – distinct white throat, yellow on lores

Family Cardinalidae – Cardinals – thick bills, often bright colorful plumage; small to medium sized



Rose-breasted Grosbeak – black head, bright red stripe on middle of breast

Indigo Bunting – shining iridescent blue over whole body; small


Northern Cardinal – red, crest

Family Icteridae – Blackbirds – stout pointed bill, usually some aspect of deep black

Red-winged Blackbird – completely black except bright red and yellow “epaulets”

Common Grackle – black body with very iridescent blue head

Brown-headed Cowbird – black body with brown head

Baltimore Oriole – bright orange body with black head and wings


Eastern Meadowlark – yellow breast with black necklace, brown back and tail

Family Fringillidae – Finches – stout bill, small size

House Finch – reddish head and breast, brown streaked otherwise


Purple Finch – raspberry coloration, no streaking on belly

American Goldfinch – bright yellow, black cap and wings; state bird of New Jersey


Pine Siskin – small finch, yellowish streaking in otherwise brown-streaked plumage

Family Passeridae – Old World Sparrows – thick bill, frumpy body


House Sparrow – black breast

